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Volunteers 
Many years ago I read of two things that help you to live 
longer: flossing your teeth and volunteering! 

Studies have shown that when we stop thinking about our 
own problems and focus on someone else our stress levels 
decrease, our immune system is strengthened and our overall 
sense of life satisfaction increases.1

When we volunteer as an SRE teacher we have a sense of 
purpose. We help students Question and Explore the issues 
of life and provide a safe place for them to Discover for 
themselves God’s love and purposes for them.

As a volunteers we give sacrificially, without grumbling and 
complaining. We serve to honour God. When you feel like no-
one appreciates what you do, remember WHO you are 
serving and hear FATHER God say: “Thank you son. Thank 
you daughter.”

I too am a volunteer and I thank you for your patience when I 
don’t get to answer your emails as quickly as I would prefer. 
Some days I receive over 50 emails and 20 phone messages. As 
well as caring for my Mum, my days are spent authorising 
teachers, training SRE teachers, sorting out problems in 
schools, supporting you, teaching SRE in my local school and 
working with other denominations.

 https://www.gviaustralia.com.au/blog/17-excellent-reasons-to-volunteer/1
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Controversial Issues 
in Schools Policy 

This Department of 
Education policy raises 
a number of matters in 
relation to visiting 
speakers (that includes 
SRE teachers) that 
can help us avoid 
claims about either 
bullying or 
indoctrination or both. 
In particular the 
Controversial Issues in 
Schools Policy 
Implementation 
Procedures states that:  

“Schools are places 
where students are 
preparing for active 
informed and reasoned 
involvement in 
community life through 
the co-operative study 
of social issues.  
Schools are not places 
for proselytising, 
persuading or 
recruiting students or 
staff into partisan 
groups.”  

When we teach SRE, 
we do not give altar 
calls or invite students 
to make a commitment 
to Christ. We teach 
God’s Word and allow 
the Holy Spirit to work 
in the lives of our 
students. 

VOLUNTEERS 
for ACC SRE teachers
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URGENT … please reply 
There are some issues with schools where Principals 
are using the participation form to re-enrol existing 
students (or not) into SRE. This is not the correct 
procedure, and where Principals have done this 
SRE numbers have been dramatically reduced. 

 If your principal has used the participation letter for 
students who were enrolled at the school last year 
and has not ensured collection of all forms (which is 
a mandatory requirement), can you please get back 
to me with the name of the school?  

The Education Department is very keen to resolve 
this and contact Principals who are not following 
correct procedures (and they have done this very 
promptly and successfully where we have handed 
over the information) - but we can't do anything 
about it if we don't know of it. 

Please contact me ASAP with the name of your 
school. We would like to swiftly deal with problems. 

Any Other Problems?
If you are experiencing any other issues that 
cannot be resolved by your co-ordinator, please 
contact me. The sooner we know about 
problems, the sooner we can deal with them. 

Some Gilgandra SRE teachers enjoying a cuppa! 
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Keeping Student’s 
Attention 

How many of these activities 
do you incorporate into your 
lessons? 

• Brainstorming 

• Hands on experience 

• Mapping 

• Games 

• Experiments 

• Problem Solving 

• Role Plays 

• Cartoons 

• Music 

• Poetry 

• Humour 

• Writing 

• Memory Games 

• Diagrams 

• Classification 

• Using the Bible 

• Research 

• Logic questions 

• Debate 

Using a variety of activities 
during your lessons will help 
keep your students be 
engaged in your lesson. 

The same predictable 
activities, week in and week 
out, will mean you will lose the 
attention of your students.
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The Bible Society
donates Bibles for SRE classes. If you would use a class 
set, you can order yours: https://
biblesocietyaus.typeform.com/to/t7ZPyB 
Class sets are to be used over many years and are not to 
be distributed to the students to take home. 
Borrow Bibles for Years K-3 are also available. 
A donation towards postage is appreciated. 

        

Here is a great object lesson which can be used 
when your curriculum discusses Jesus taking 

away our sin, or it could be used for Jesus 
helping us with bad thoughts. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=UvSj-1QMPZ0 

 Phyllis Nicols imparting to SRE teachers in Inverell
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Training Dates… 

Saturday 16th March                 
Mudgee 

9am - 4:30 pm 
https://

www.eventbrite.com.au/
e/sre-accreditation-

training-and-update-
tickets-57771505127 

Saturday 13th April 
Quirindi 

9:00am - 4:30pm 
https://

www.eventbrite.com.au/
e/copy-of-sre-teacher-
training-and-update-
tickets-58457233158 

ACC and Hillsong 

ACC will continue to be 
the SRE Provider for 
Hillsong and will continue 
to authorise Hillsong SRE 
teachers. 
Hillsong teachers, please 
note that Audrey 
Cashman is the ‘point 
person’ for Hillsong. 
Please contact her with 
any questions you may 
have. 
audrey.cashman@hillsong
.com 
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